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EVIDENCES OF THE’ BOOK: OF: MORMON: 


Wrz have already showa' that:there: has: lingered in' the’ traditions of the 
native American races s dim remembrance of an overwhelming darkness, 

of mighty cataclysm, of: fearful convulsions of natare/of terrible earth- 
quakes:thas occurred im the far distant past, in which the deatraction and 
atendant desolation were greater than on any other occasion in the world’s 
histéey; the aniversal deloge in the days'of Noah alone excepted: 
Roster; im his: Prehistoric: Races” says: “Patsages from the 

ancient classics as. to the existence of a Western ‘Continent, coupled with 

cortaim:¢raditions:to: be found: in the Mexican records 
trophe, the combined result of earthquakes-and inundatious; by 
largevares.in Central: America became submerged of 

the: pépniation destroyed; have re-opened: the: discussion whether ‘Plato's 
‘fitery: of: Atiantis’::does: not belong to the sobrieties.of trath. Among ‘thé 
mest senlous-of these advocates isthe Abbe Brassent de’ Bourbourg; who 
has lirdught out these traditions: in his-translation of the “Teo Amoxtii;* 
which: is the: Doltecan:niythological ‘history’ of of the 
Antilles; ‘and ‘the late George Catlin: published tittlé workt in which 
this: ssaintained: Among the Indiaw tribes-of North 
AmedionCatlia Saad: the trailition: of such: cataclysm | The: tribes 
further south relate that the waters were seen coming in waves like the 
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according to others, two, and still according to others seven, succeeded 
in reaching places of safety, and from these have descended he: presen 
race of Indians. | 

“From amidst ‘the thunder and tee that ome out of the sen,’ whilst 
‘mountains w ereaip sodt terror sought 
every expedient of Some fled the mountains, and some launched 
their rafts and canoes rye the turbulent eaeee trusting that a favor- 


“The festival of aay was instituted to commemorate this. terrible 
calamity, in which ‘princes and people humbled themselves before the 
Divinity. and. besought Him nov to.renew the frightfyl canvalsiqns.’” 

“The tribes in Central America and Mexico, in Venesuela, and i in British 
by, fire, and. the third by the.winals. ; ‘The tribes nearer the nicinity of the 
terrible convulsions were cognizant of the whole effects of fire and winds, 
_ when the remote tribes were sensible only of the flood of waters which 

went to the baseiof ithe 

This destruction “constitutes an-epoch in the Mexican chronology, and 
is the fourth in order, of the catastrophes. which :had:befallen the world. 
They kept every four years anotliér fast of eight days, in memory of three 
destructions which the, world has; undergone;:and accordingly when this 
period Aed. arrived, they exclaimed: four. times; the 
world baving been,2o often destroyed, has-never heen destroyed 

‘The descriptions; both prophetical.and historical: given‘in thé Book of 
Mormon. ot. the impenetrable darkness and: succeeding devastating: earth, 
quakes and hurricanes that: desolated: the. American continents!) when 
Jesus, the Christ, was: crucified, abundantly: sustain ithe; traditéons/of 
Indians: .As:there is an inclination among some: atudente 
terrors. of. that divine judgment and of. the consequent:geographical and 
geological changes caused thereby, we deem it: proper to-give the passages | 
in full,.as they.appear in the: sacred record. }:: beaid ans 
i Nephi, the son Lehi, -was shown in. six: bendred 
years |befare. they took. place, the sppalling:.catastrophds of ‘thatfateful 
heur, . He writes:: “And it pass that I.sawai mistof darkuese oii 
the,face of the land.of promise ;.and J saw lightnings, and J heard thunder: 
ings, and earthquakes, and. all manner of tumultuous noises saw 
the earth .and:the rocks that they rent; and J:saw. monviitains tumbling 
into pieces; and I saw the plains of. the earth, that they were broke up; 
and. I sew many. cities, that..they ‘were. sunk;>.eand they 
with. fires: and I saw many that 
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things, eaiw thevaporof darkness; that it passed from off the face of the 
earth;end behold, I.saw multitudes who ‘had falien; ‘because of the great 
_Nephiidlso quotes the ‘words: of: an ancient ‘Hebrew prophet, named 
poopbiesiiod Lord God sdrely shalt visit all the ‘house 
of Israel-at that:day:-some with ‘his-voive' because of their rightebusness, 
unto their and salvation, and others with the thanderinge-and 
lighteinge of his -power|byi tempesta, by fire, and by smoke, and’vapor af 
darknebs;and by:the openizg of: the earth, and by niounthizis whichshall 
be carried ‘np’; and-all; these! things: must ‘surely saith ‘the: prophet 
Zenos.t::; 4nd the rocks of the earth must'rend} and because of the groan- 
ings of the earth, many of the kingsof:the isles of the sea éhall be wrought 
upon by the Spitit.of God to exclaim, The God of nature saffersi"} Nephi 
furthér. prophesiés: regarding what‘ dhoald ‘happen ‘to ‘the: wicked at the 
time {o€:-thd: death‘ and resurrection ‘of: the: Redeemer: He: declares : 
“Wherefore all, those: who are :proud,-and ‘that do! wickedly, ttie:day that 
cometh barn thin ap, saith :the: Lord/of- Hosta; for ‘they shallté 
stubble;.erd they shat kill the prophéts,and the:saints, the depthe of the 
earth shall swallow theni ‘up, sdith: thé Lord of: Hosts ; aud mountdins shall 
cover: theny and: whirlwinds shall. .carry:them: away; and buildings<shall 
falt upon then}.and: crush them to. pieces and: grind: ‘thems to: powder; 
they shall be visited with thunderings, and lightnings; alid-esrthquakes, 
destruction, for: the fire:of ‘thésanger: of: the’Lord 
shall -be kindled against: them and they. shall: be-as' stubble, and: the day 
that. me. them, saith: the: Lord of :Hosts{i Oi the pain, 
and the anguish\of. my: soul-for the loss of slain of:my:people!:’ For 
Nephi, -haveiseen it; and it. well nigh consumeth me before the presence of 
the ory unto my. God, Thy: wayeare just"§ 
Nor waa Nephi; she only. prophiet on this land, te whoiu the Lord revealed 
Chriatideclaree: “But bebold; as E:saidunto: 
a.sign of, death, behold, in that day, that he shall death) the suit 
shall..be., and refuse to give his-light you also ‘the 
moon, and: theaters; and there shall be no Jight-wpon' the ‘fate of this:land; 
even fromthe time:that-he shall.suffer:death} for the space of three days; 
to the time that: he shallirise again from the! dead ; ‘Yea; time what 


prophet, aftem quoted by the: Nephite servaute-of God. All we 


d of, his. slain beoguse he 


boldiy of what 
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the space of sesny hours, and. the earth shall shake and: tremble, and ‘the 
rocks which are upon the face: of this earth; which both above: the 
earth and beneath, ‘which ye.know at this time are sdlid, or the more part 
of it is one solid mass, shall be broken: tp; : Yea,’ they:shalb' be renb:ia 
‘twain, and shall everiafter be found.in'seams and:in cracks, anid ia broken 
fragments upon the face of the whole earth; ‘yea, both above the cart: and 
beneath. And behold .there shall be and: there! shall be 
‘many: mountains laid! low, like unto a: valley; and: there:shall: many 
‘places, which: ave now called: valleys, which ‘shall :becemé: mountains, 
‘whose height. thereof:is great. And many highways shall be-broken' up, 
and many cities shall become desolate. And many graves shall be opened, 
and shall yield up many. of their dead ; and many saints shall appear unto 
many. And’ béhold thus hath the angel spoken anto me; ‘for he said unto 
me, that there should be thunderings and lightnings for'the space of many 
hours. And he ssid unte me that while the thunder and lightning lasted, 
and. the tempest, that these things should be, and that darkness should 
caver the face of the whole:earth for the space of threedaya" 

These are the prophecies, what! then of the: fulfillment?’ The inspired 
historian: records that on the fourth day of the first month of the thirty- 
fourth: Nephite year, dating: from the birth of the Savior, great’ storm 
‘Brose, such a:one as never had: been known in ‘all the land; andso ‘terrible 
were the lightnings and. “whole earth as if it 

After narrating several individual cities 
heicontinnes : “And there was great and terrible destruction ‘in the land 
southward. But: behold, there was s more great and terrible ‘destruction 
in the land. northward for behold the whole 


da: thee! whickwind 


Helaman 14: 30—37. 
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spate. dé three hotss;.aad then, behold, there was darkness ‘upon thie face 
of the And it camé to: pass thatthere was thick: darkness upon all 


there be fire kindled with their fine and exceeding dry wood; so%that:there 
could any-tightet was nov any light seen, neither 
fire, nor glimmer, neither the sun, nor the moon, ror tle stars, for at syed 


beneath its surface. But surely if there are no evidences still existing in 
the: mountains and valleys:of these continents of these mighty: upheavals 
and ‘depressions, of these fractures: and contortions of this earth's crust, 
then We may reasonably charge the historian with éxaggeration, or throw 


a mist of distrust over the authenticity of: the-entire record::: But for-— 


an proclaim, are the most cénspicuéus and most abundant. 
it » overwhelming judgment—the 
devastating: storm andthe appalling: darkness. Of course, wean: prove 


nothing! from: the rocks: regarding the darkness; when that: disappeared 

light again returned, .all traces: df its anwWelcome com 
ditappeated also... It has -been’a favorite: theory: with many that: the 
darkness that attended: the: crucifixion of the Lord of :life:and: glory did 


not extend far beyond the neighborhood of Jernsaidm's: the mesgre tradi- 


tioks: of the: Indians alone bore:witness that:it extended to this continént. 
One argumént for sbelieving that thé nnnatural, darknese: was: only local 
is devived: from thi fact tht-se few ancient historians mentioned: it, 


Seress upon the fact'that-Pliny says nothing: about it; but if: Pliay 


ignores it, Origin, -Ensebiva, Tertullian: tend 
others;séme Ohristians and some. pagans refer to it. And in this relation 
we: drew. attention) to strong incidental testimony ef the: treth of the 
Book:of Mormon: Nephi. refers to s:martyred Israelitish prophet named — 


according to Suidas, Athenian 


+ Dionysina, the; Arsopayite, ‘was an by birth, and 


for. literexy. attaiampote. He stadied first. at. Athans and. afterwards at 
Heliopulicin Egypt. doteile futther. thet, alter Dionysius, returned to. Athens, he 
was. admitted into, the, Arehpegum, and, having embraced. Christianity, about 50 


historians; period of dent, whether under Denton, 


+ 


4 
a 
¢ 
> ‘ 
.. 
+ 
J é rs 
ws 
dng 
4 
er. 
& 
<2 
“7 
ing 
= 
ug 
. 
Ps 
AL 
- 
VSS 
- 
« 
‘ 
‘ 


states: that beesube of the darkness; 
ateéndant: horrors,’ “Many of ‘the.'Kings of the Islesof theses shall<be 
wrought upon by the Spirivof God wo exclaim, Phe God of Nature euffers.” 
We inqtirs>) Whoever: heard of: Zenos'and his: prophecies beforé the: Book 
ef: Motmon revealed his existence and bis work}: Yet:the extracte therdin 
from: his ‘prophecies and ‘his ‘parables: prove‘him to have been ‘one ofthe 
gredtent bf prépheta,:!) out de. loaid stede 
\[sithere-any testimony that these words of Zenos were confirmed! | Yes, 
sufficient hus: been found to prove their truth;:‘doubtless.many ‘others, yet 
unnoticéd, exist:: Histery informs: us’ that! Dionysius; the: Areopagite,* 
‘although ‘eight hundred miles distant, as:he beheld the san hide:its fice, 
witnessed the bursting'of: the rocks, and felt the earth ‘tremble undet' his 
feet, exclaimed, ‘Either the:'God of nature suffers ofthe universe is falling 
apart!’”t. Another account states that! Dionysias‘ was at ‘Heliopolix;(the 
Festament: in Egypt; “when ihe beheld that: remarkable 
eclipse of the sun, as he terms‘it, which took: place at the deathof Christ, 
and:exclaimed tovhisfriend Apollophanes, ‘Either the Divinity: suffers; or 
sythpathizes'with sotne:sufferér!'” edi tamverb Yo tabu » 
:Bgy pt we journey to:Treland, an island of mark It 
isi related:of ‘Bacrach, chief ‘draid to:Conchebbar Nessan; king: of ‘Ulster, 
 ¢hatewhen the darkness ‘that occurred at: the ‘death of Jesus: overspread 
he:deseribed' to the monarch:in‘such:touching and eloquent 
terms! the passion and :death of the: Redeemer, that:the:king: anable to 
réstrain his indignation against the ‘Jews, drew his sword,'rushed:inw a 
neighboring’ wood and conrmenced: to: hack and: hew the: treea.in order ‘to 
wear ont his’intense fury, and to give:evidence of! the nianner! he srould 
‘trent the:offending children of: Jadah were: they within the:resch of: his 
Some traditions say that his excitement brought on ‘a fever.of ‘which 
he died ; others'deny this latter portion and assert that he died quietly in 
his: bed fifteen years later.§:'. ol) huoyed Jon 
Now permit thé-question to be asked; which of: you, attentive readers, 
knew: anything of. Dionysius; or of Bacrach, or Corichobbar Nessan, or: of 
she manner in which’ they: brought to pass Book:of Mormon prophecy, or 
bow injany of you belicve'that the unlettered Joseph Smithy ix 1888; knew 
‘divine revelation; of! Zenos, of ‘hig life or .prophecies 
they were fulfilled?’ ‘If we, with our: better edaoutional advantages 
little;'what can we believe of: Josep: Smith; Oliver: Oowdery and 
their: intimate associates? only reasonable ‘coriclusion’ ean ‘bethat 
avhat they knew:of these matters God revealed ‘to prophecy 
of Zenos is an incidental testimony to the genuineness of the Book of 
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§ See Toland’s History of the Druids. London, 1718. tom ei nanbA, 
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and wide all svound: us in this ‘inter-mountain region. 
ud instance, Southern: Utah; our: Dixie, pasé over the rian: of 
the basin either. onthe toad to George,:-Kanab, Cannonville, Eechlnate 
how soon we find: ourselves: ‘canfronted 


were) byvche-naiighty: throve.:of iatare; uphenved) the valley beds: ito 
for:surely.no one will imagine that they! originally:ran‘on 
the tops of the -précipices rather than in the valleys below. Such fancy 
would. be-to. imagine something contrary to every known: lawof usture 
and: be. than: that the..present: creats of ' the diiffs 
andthe hilla wereionce the-redesses of the valleys and the: beds:of: moun- 
tain i stronmpiv: Bhén-again we pome:to:places wherethere isa sudden 
perpéadicular-déscent for hundreds and, in ‘some cases thousands, 
of the, mountain: is Jaid-bare, the bottom has: 
out:imiwastvtcacts country, leaving :low valleys surrounded,’ 
entindly;-by upright walls:' On these walls, and:on the edges: of neighbor- 
ing the«reguits: of the imméasurable: strength of ‘the: foress: of 


ranges.oef mountains: must: have: been: overthrown, tarned upside down; 
for: the:eldér forinations are onthe vop-and ‘the newer underneath, or the 


pf sandstone andi the peaks are of granite.t ati ao 
Boole of! Moriadm tells us: that at: this. eventédl: period many tities 


Soneréck :hy the:waiters:of: the ocean, and:-dtheta:were butied:in:the 
depths of the earth. Evidences of the truth of thisilateer statement: have 


been. fdund.elt ovet.thedand;.the remains of maa or of’ kis work meiiehip 


earth at. varying depths, to even:as far as thou- 
sand fect :helow the surface;af the iground 
no Wevwill attention a: few of ‘these finds, and. our ‘readers 


will that ‘all. across: the continent, from the: Atlantic 


Pacific,-and ‘are not confined one section of the country, showing 


to the: 
how the convulsions must have:been: Bou abide 


A lave in Idaho, through which the tat wap, 
hundred to nine hundred feet thick, 


Pine Valley Mountains notth:ef George) 
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some. 
about ‘two-miles;north of :Round Grove, in this county) they:dame op the 
remains of an old well: about. thirty-seven feet below: the surface: The 

of this. ancient pit. was, covered.over with:earth;: ead; remeving 
this, they-found:it-walled around with 4 stone and lime wall.ebout eight 
feeb. deep.» Thete.was inbout five: feet: of saver in the: bottom, which was 
found. to be pure: What:increases the mystery id'the that the ground 
seemed: perfettly solid: from: the: mouth of the well:to: thé surface of 
ground.; The material removed was stiff hlueclayiclosely 
While some hands were digging out a cellar‘in: Botetours Cdunty,: Ya, 
they cathe upon a quantity of coin, consisting of some eight pieces; 
dron ‘bot abont fourteen inches square..: The:coin-was larger than @ dollar, 
and the inscription in a language wholly unknown: toany. peradn in) 
sity-of iron implements of singular and:heretofore unseen shape. Several 
scientific gentlemen have examined into thé matter, and have:.come tothe 
eonelusion: that.the coins, tegether: with the other. curiosities, 
been: placed: date, and before the settlement 
-. Ac gentleman exhibited to usia piece of ‘veddr, the history of! which is 
as'follows: In-digging a well on the property of Smith Brothers and Co,, 
wt-Bunker Hill, Illinois, at. the’ distance :of: fifty-three the 
surface; they came to a cedar jog embedded in the: earth,:end: extending 
neross the well, It was cut off; was:found to be:fiveior through, 
‘many pérsons know, is situated in the middle of: a large:and: level 
end the: gentleman who has it in his whe is a: bitof'a Yankee, 
hwanta to know how that-log got there”: bis 
“In digging a ‘well in Cincinnati; the tree was found in a sound 
on its top there appeareti some iren tool had been consumed 
gopper kettle has been found seventeen feet: below tlie surfiica Hear — 
Dilinois; imbedded in a-vein:of coal.:.It-was Buffalo 
‘Reck, onthe: Illinois River.” > dato hit y J ie 
Mr: Butterfield; who: is running ‘tunnel in: Table Mountain, near 
‘Sonora, California, has given the editor: of the: Sai 
description of a discovery made. by ‘his company: in -thecourse:of their 
~zcavations.: ‘They have got their: tunnel a distance of thrdé hundred 
feet. ': Hers one hundred and ten feet from the surface of thé ground, they 
found the trunk ofa pine tree, twenty-two: 
and with ite bark on.” od) wot 
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“In: the'shafe of J. L. Duncan & Co., on the ridge the 2 
at the distance of one hundred 


thick, ‘which to the outside, horoughly 
washing founda be light bt | 


Ait 


Ie must have in the silen it was 
THT, OL ADA 


“The editor of the has been shown some of 


wold in’ dt Monte Cristo, six tniléd trom 
of these lying Within’ of 


a 


arrow head 45 four inches tong and and ‘one-half’ inches widé' at ithe 4 

“The shank is one and'one-half: Wole 
tothe” pike. 


center by which the shaft wid 
The clans tb whew taketi frou the vein; and was | 
renoved, “One of the bones is'@ portion of ‘the liead the febiut oF 
under the roots of a cypress tree, all belonging to the fouftly forése°' Tit 4 
are ten similar growths buried below the present upright forest. 7 9g 
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the itty ninth ninth. section, af, the book of Doctrine and, Coyenanta, these 
are in, nothing doth. san, offend; God, or, egainst 
none. bin, wrath, kindled, save, those wha confess hie, band 
‘and; obey pot his commandments.” jo yvinswi ofow 
Jt, often, requires the exercise of considerable faith ita. the 
bandiot the Lord. in,all;things.;. 
bodily comforts, (though.we,are apt; 
are mani 


prosperity and 
results of our own wisdom 
adversity, sickness, or trials of 
are, npon, us 
experiences we.ane sometimes inclined, to feel, ungratefpl and. ito, complain 
of.our lotiand,tothink the Lesd with: 
oskers., whom, we, think more, fortanste.,,; Bus,if; we haxe earned: this 
important Jesson of: confessing the, hand.of things we will 
$hrough which we are called: upon to, pees.ia for 
elfare, Every itrial will: be blessing, imidiaguite. 

To be ablato thus view, our. experiences it is necessary to inte 
re, by, the eye of We mustlearm to,trastithe Lord, knewing 
ae doeth all things well, and feeling that the outcome of each-trial 
ous suflerings with patience we. can derive valuable lessons 


off adeworg not sta 
to th hink; that others enjoy, more prosperity.and endurb 
than. We not of dadging: this 
What we think, 
| be enjoying onl ihn 
on while, we are. rejoicing, in prosperity: « Anojudging others’ 
Jaappiness in, comparison with our own weonly consider 
Ances, without, thinking, what.changed, conditions. the fatane-may tiring 
about, or.eyen, whas the, past has heen. weed 

Whateyer,onr condition may be we have. occasion te feeb thankinl that 
it ja no. wares, for if we will look about us we can no doubt find others. 
_ who are not so favored as we are. If we are given to. complaining-of.our 
lot it might be profitable to reflect upon and appropriste.ta aumelwea the 
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the-old.story: about. the. man whe thonght. himself, very,anfnr; 
poor and jiad.ne benta to wear.’ While. in, this. con: 
ditton:ef mizid: he one: day, meta, man wha had no feet. He 
convinced that he had much less of a misfortune to bear than this pogr 
follow,-abd trom that time.ceesed to:complain.. aninson 

ib babba viwes AIN ¢ ‘AGRREABLE» & Wi tial 
Tsu following brief, extract ;from.p letter, written by; 
Haight,.and.George Wride, who ere laboring ias 


Labter-day-Saints in that part the comntzy d3 done 
‘Belnap and, Alexander 


hersito, the..city.:, They stayed ‘at the hotel, paid, for, it, pow 
weistay at the hovel, gratis. were. put,in. prison, with, 


had: pay, to:get out, for 
tract! citines’s.door iare invited, inte the parlors, to explain our 
teachings ;:t0.6ing, preach and pray, and then they. give ns needed money 
God'is,saftening thp hearts of the 
df We made no: preparations for money; we have not. wanted for, any: 
thingy lanndry, hate, all, been, provided. as, we, meoded 
them... It gives us pleasure to go up to the hotel. ra and tell chem 
that we are servants of Lord, traveling without money. e are seldom 
turned away. All the’  odr brethren ‘were Here they stayed ata $3 
hotel free; and since we have been here we have stayed sixteen days in 
twemtyytliree’ at publici-boarding .heases. They usunlly say, 
5 Qomeagain; sehen :you ‘edd |.s,place: to 
raid, ‘We, don'ti teke: thanks... come any; time; you 
hungry.) Al‘ the Vlarepoe hotel we have a.room which is long 
as we want-ity:.We dould relate: manyinstances, to. aay. mon little, 
we are cared for in“ Birmingham, a: sbrictly modern ‘¢ity,,of, 60,000 people. 
ut. ‘for tis now. awaiting and .we.mnst heater to 
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Eastern States Minaion anne) 
here is 


meeting; wes nob 


lent had; jnat. made; fon, 
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poligeman made his appearance, and: approaching the speaker, '‘inguived 
if te had a permdt: to condos: street servicds:- suswer 
bethg the negative, the insoting hed:to be brought to a bidden termsima- 
morning Elder: Kesler interviewed the «mayor: and -secared 
_ four permits, each for a different ward. A few days later, our 
left for a month to attend of newly added dis- 
tricts in the South. The week of-his-departure we held ‘three out-door 


without interruption: At the of theni policeman 
along, but upon being shown our permit; allowed (He 
suggested, however, that we notify the preeinot officers wher wb intended 
such meetings, that an Officer tight be: present to: dev. 
good suggestion and thedked hith for-his ‘kindness 
‘is’ ‘warprisirig how quickly ‘a crowd | 
becansé' they ste Hob accustomed to suck: method of ovangeliss- 
Very Tew of the adopt it. 
think ‘wei belotig’to thé Salvation Army: Pheard one or two) whio'labored 
tinder this’ delusion give’ voice,'’on Bach‘ 
phrases as “Hallelujah !’ “Praise the Lord bat they seoh 
out their niistake.' We feel’ gratified at 


Dar of thie bf Jebus Christ of Latter-day Geints, 
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